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Zuckerman, Rachael (HHS/ASPE)

From: Diane Thorson <DThorson@co.ottertail.mn.us>
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2018 9:36 AM
To: ASPE SES IMPACT Study (OS/ASPE)
Cc: Karen S. Martin; Karen S. Martin
Subject: Social impacts

I would like to comment on your request for information regarding social determinants of health that could be captured 
in an electronic health record. Public Health and Home Health agencies have been utilizing the Omaha System 
taxonomy. This taxonomy is based upon 42 problems commonly found for persons living in the community. It is 
structured into four domains. Environmental, Psychological, Physiological, and Health Behaviors.  
 
The Environmental and Health Behavior Domains capture the type of information that is needed to plan for care needed 
in the community based upon income, residential, sanitation, nutrition, physical activity, health care supervision, and 
medication management. Each of these domains allow for capturing specific signs and symptoms that persons report or 
are observed.  
 
More information can be found at  
www.omahasystem.org or www.omahasystemmn.org 
 
 
 
Diane Thorson, M.S., R.N., P.H.N. 
Otter Tail County Public Health Director 
Partnership4Health CHB Community Health Administrator 
560 Fir Ave West 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
Phone: 218-998-8333 or 218-770-0560 
Fax: 218-998-8352 
Email: dthorson@co.ottertail.mn.us 
 


