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I ELDER JUSTICE INITIATIVE

* The mission is to support and coordinate the Department of
Justice’s enforcement and programmatic efforts to combat elder

abuse, neglect, and financial fraud and scams that target older
adults.

* The Initiative does so by—
* Promoting justice for older adults.
* Helping older victims and their families.
* Enhancing state and local efforts through training and resources.

* Supporting research to improve elder abuse policy and practice.
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Guiding
Legislation

Elder Justice Act of 2010

PL.111-148




(32 ELDER JUSTICE
% COORDINATING COUNCIL

Passed in 2010, the
coordinate activities related to elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation across the federal

¢t establishes the Elder Justice Coordinating Council to

government. The Elder Justice Coordinating Council is directed by the Office of the
Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary serves as the Chair of the
Council. The HHS Secretary has assigned responsibility for implementing the Coordinating
Council to the Administration on Aging (AoA) within ACL. AoA has long been engaged in
efforts to protect older individuals from elder abuse including financial exploitation,
physical abuse, neglect, psychological abuse, and sexual abuse. Through the Older
Americans Act, AoA endeavors preserve the rights of older people and protect those who
may not be able to protect themselves.

The Elder Justice Act also names the Attorney General (AG) of the U.S. as a permanent
member of the Council. In addition to the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
AG, the statute provides for inclusion as Council members the heads of each federal
department, agency, or governmental entity identified as administering programs related
to abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation.

+ The Problem of Elder Abuse
+ How the Elder Justice Coordinating Council Operates
+ Elder Justice Coordinating Council Meetings

+ Elder Justice Coordinating Council Products
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EJCC MEMBERSHIP

CHAIR

US Department of Health and Human Services
MEMBERS
US Department of Justice
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Corporation for National and Community Service
Federal Trade Commission
Social Security Administration
US Department of Agriculture
US Department of Homeland Security
US Department of Housing and Urban Development
US Department of the Interior
US Department of Labor
US Department of the Treasury
US Department of Veterans Affairs
US Postal Inspection Service

US Securities and Exchange Commission

Elder Abuse

Prevention & Prosecution
Act of 2017

PL.115-70
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I ELDER JUSTICE COORDINATORS (EJC)

* EJC in each federal judicial district

Find Your United States Attorney

* (Collaboration/coordination = e y:
with federal and state e S
professionals 0

* Receive extensive training

* Increase number of federal
prosecutions
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I PROMOTINGALZHEIMER'S AWARENESS TO PREVENT ELDERABUSE ACT

(b) DepARTMENT oF JusTic ELDER JusTicE COORDINATOR

(1) IN GENERAL
Not later than 60 days after October 18, 2017, the Attorney General shall designate an Elder Justice Coordinator within the Department of
Justice who, in addition to any other responsibilities, shall be responsible for—

(A) coordinating and supporting the law enforcement efforts and policy activities for the Department of Justice on elder justice issues;

(B) evaluating training models to determine best practices and creating or compiling and making publicly available replication guides and
training materials for law enforcement officers, prosecutors, judges, emergency responders, individuals working in victim services, adult
protective services, social services, and public safety, medical personnel, mental health personnel, financial services personnel, and any other
individuals whose work may bring them in contact with elder abuse regarding how to—

(i) conduct investigations in elder abuse cases;
(iii) address evidentiary issues and other legal issues, including witnesses who have Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias; and

(iii) appropriately assess, respond to, and interact with victims and witnesses in elder abuse cases (including victims and witnesses who
have Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias), including in administrative, civil, and criminal judicial proceedings; and
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Efforts

NURSING HOME CASES

FORTMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pennsylvania Nursing Home Chain To Pay $15.
Settle False Claims Act Allegations of Inappropriate Therapy

PHILADELPHIA - United States Attorney William M. McSwain announced today that Guardian Elder
jes wil pay $15,466,278 tos I
n therapy

pa Krauss and Julie White, wil share ap
between them, Guardian Elder Care formerly emploved bath of

revente gols.
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ebruary 19, 2020

USS. Attorneys
Department of Justice -
SHARE (*

U.S. Attorney’s Office

Northern District of Alabama

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Friday, February 4, 2022
United States Files False Claims Act Lawsuit Against Tuscaloosa
Psychiatrist for Improper Prescribing of Nuedexta to Nursing
Home Residents

Dr. Charles T. Nevels Allegedly Prescribed Nuedexta in Return for Kickbacks and to
Nursing Home Residents for Whom It Was Not Indicated

ttorney Prim F. Escalona announced tha
orked in several nursing homes in Alabama.

ion to Medicare and Medicaid of false and

for the treatment of

rerying. Nuedexta has not

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Today, U.S.
suit Dr. Charles T. Nevels
s that Dr. Nev used the subr
the prescription drug Nuedexta,
fect (PBA), a condition characterized by involunte
fective in non-PBA types of emotional labil
d other dementia.

atrist who has

The complaint alleg;

ndicated o

fraudulent clai

pseudobulber af 1y laugh

that can commonly oceur, for

been shown to be safe and
example, in Alzheime

rom 2015 through 2019, the pk ical company that factures
Nuedexta paid Dr. Nevels more than $400,000 to make speeches,
little value, and were intended to compensate Dr. Nevels
November 2016the pharmaceutical company paid Dr.
in Decatur, Alaba

“The Department of Justice will fight to protect nurs by ensuring that

fecting them are free from undue influence, and the medications they receive are




ELDER FRAUD CASES

Former Caregiver Sentenced to State Prison for Defrauding Ederly Victims
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Tools and
Training

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

WESTERN DISTRICT o/ "NORTH CAROLINA

ATTORNEY NEWS DIVISIONS PROGRAMS

th Carolina » Ne

Department of Justice

USS. Attorney’s Of

Western District of North Caroli

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Wednesday, May 3, 2

Charlotte Woman And Her Co-Conspirator Are Sentenced To

Prison For Stealing $300,000 From An El
Afflicted Vietim

June 15th Is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day

Acting U.S. Attorney William T. Stetzer announced that a Charlotte woman and one
rators were sentenced to prison today for their involvement in a $300,000
d on an elderly, dementia-afflicted victim.

CHARLOTT

of her two co-cons

scheme pery

Tommy D. Coke, Inspector in Charge of the of the Atlanta
15), which oversees Charlotte, and Chief Joseph Hatley

ve's co-conspirator
C., was ordered to serve three years in prison, followed by t!
n pleaded guilty in May 2020, to wire fraud conspiracy

piracy. In addition to the p

o years of supervised releast
erstate transportation of stolen
Cogburn also

son terms imposed. Ju

property, and money laundering
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ELDER JUSTICE

DECISION-MAKING CAPACITY

SYMPOSI UM

elderjustice.gov/symposium

The Role of Decision-Making Capacity in Elder
Justice Cases that Reach Civil and Criminal Courts

Tuesday, April 19 to Thursday, April 21,2022
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Judicial Guardianship
Evaluation Worksheet




Guardianship
Webpages
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Finding the Right Fit:
Decision-Making Supports
and Guardianship
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TRAINING

RESPONDING TO ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS WITH ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE OTHER DEMENTIAS

Review the YouTube Terms of Service and the Google Privacy Policy

IderAbuse Vietinms\ with !Alzheimer’s Disease or O

WWWNEXTGENTRAINING.ORG

24.3 Million Worldwid&® _
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING

WHAT OFFICERS NEED TO KNOW

Alternative charges, legal
issues, guides and training
materials

LEGAL TERMS OFFICERS NEED TO KNOW

zal Issue

Related to Elder Abuse: A Pocket Gt

1ide for Law Enforce:
A comprehensive guide for law enforcement responding to elder abuse.

-nt (2014)

ncluding a list of alternative charges and explanations for
aspects of elder abuse such as powers of attorney and other legal terms law enforcement needs to know.
Durable Power of Atto v Abuse: It's a Crime Too

e document expl

ning the circumstances under which a durable power of attorney document may still constitute a criminal

2 iide for Law E

nforcer
ia, and Elder
esponder Tr

x (Alzheimer’s Association)
e (COPS Office)

3 Pro, (Alzheimer’s Association)
with Dementia ' (Alzheimer’s Association)
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FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING
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SAFE

Training

2-Day Training
Communicatin
Adults

1-Day Training
Older Adults

(Safe Accessible Forensic Interviewing for Elders)

4-Day Advanced Certificate

on
g with Older

on Abuse of

FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Types of Dementia

* Alzheimer’s disease
* Vascular NCD
* Frontotemporal NCD

* Substance/medication-induced
NCD

* NCD with Lewy bodies

* NCD due to:

Parkinson’s disease

* Traumatic brain injury

HIV infection
Huntington’s disease
Prion disease

Other medical conditions
Multiple etiologies
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Common Subtypes of Dementia/NCDs

* Alzheimer’s disease

* Affects approximately 5.8 million
Americans

* 5 |eading cause of death for older
Americans

* Gradual onset

* Progressive Degeneration

* Memory impairment

* Language deficits

* Declines in visual/spatial processing

MGG Elderjustice. -
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Common Subtypes
of Dementia/NCDs

* Vascular Dementia

* Damage to the brain
* Restricts blood flow
* Series of small strokes
* Single major stroke
* Other chronic conditions
* Functional and cognitive deficits are
determined by location of stroke(s)

MGG Elderfustice, -
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Common Subtypes
of Dementia/NCDs

* Frontotemporal Dementia (FTD)
» Affects frontal and temporal parts of the brain
Changes in personality
Changes in behavior
Memory is not affected in early stages

Movement is affected: tremors, rigidity, muscle
spasmes, loss of coordination, swallowing problems

Most people develop symptoms between 45 and 60
years

.
.
.
.

Frontotemporal

MGG Elderustice, -
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Person First Language

* Do not use the word “demented”

* Instead
* Explore what that means for the individual
* Ask about how they learned the individual
has dementia
* Discuss how dementia is affecting the
individual

Elder]ustice
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Stages of Alzheimer’s Dementia

* Continuum of stages:
* No impairment — Severe decline

* Based on signs and symptoms on how the
brain’s functions to meet the older adult’s
needs are impacted

* NOT solely based on memory/recall

* Varies from person to person

l

MCG Elderustice, -
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

* Older adults with severe impairment
* Severe memory loss
* Unable to recognize people close to them or themselves
* Believe they are in a different place
* Believe they are in a different time period

* May not be able to participate in a forensic interview
« If attempted, proceed with caution
* Ensure interview is legal and ethical
* Watch for signs of distress

MCG Elderjustice, -
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FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Stages of Alzheimer’s Dementia

* Older adults with mild to moderate impairments
* Forgetful of details, especially recent events
* Likely to repeat
* Likely to lose train of thought
* Slower to grasp complex ideas
* Difficulty handling money
* Losing interest in hobbies/activities

* Likely can participate in a forensic interview
* May need to be re-oriented to time/place

MGG Elderjustice,
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FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

* Do not make assumptions based on diagnosis or lack of diagnosis

* Be aware of these patterns
« Difficulty finding words/the right words
* Repeat stories
* Feeling overwhelmed
Extensively use familiar words
Describe objects instead of naming them
Lose track of ideas when speaking
Unable to answer a question that asks them to describe multiple events

Interview Challenges

MGG Elderjustice
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

* Show interest * Physical approach

* Listen * Approach from the front

* Face the person

* Maintain eye contact

* Plan for more time * Minimize using hands

* Consider best time Of day * Avoid sudden movements
* Sundowning

Dementia: Strategies for Communicating

* Be respectful

Elder]ustice
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Dementia: Strategies for Communicating

* Make water available * Physical approach

» Remove distraction * Stay 6 feet apart
o KAimirai * Wave as approaching
Minimize number or people * Approach from dominate side

* Consider medications « Shake hands, but don’t force

* Stay at supportive angle, do not lean
in unless mirroring the older adult’s
body language

Elder]ustice
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Critical Issues:

Victims with Dementia

* Interviews should always be considered
or attempted

* Other considerations
* Using supportive touch
* Addressing agitation
* Dealing with reality disorientation

.

MGG Elderjustice,
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Critical Issues: Victims with
Dementia

* Using supportive touch
* When initiated by the interviewee
* Intentional decision
* Rapport building
* Redirection

MGG Elderjustice

Elderjusﬁw
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I FORENSIC INTERVIEW TRAINING

Critical Issues: Victims with Dementia

™

* Addressing agitation
* Use language that implies doing an activity together: “Let’s talk”
Keep body language soft/open
Use calm tone
Use simple language
Use short questions
Redirect to a new topic
Do not argue
Provide supportive statements

MGG Elderjustice.
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QUICK EXIT

Click ‘Quick Exit’ above to
immediately leave this site. If you
are in immediate danger, call 911.

Find Help
or

Report Abuse to APS

If this is an emergency, call
9-1-1 for immediate help

You can report suspected
abuse to Adult Protective
Services Association
For non-life threatening

emergencies, call: Report Financial

- Eldercare Locator
helpline
1-800-677-1116

- or the Victim Connect
hotline

Exploitation

Find the Right Reporting
Agency for Financial

Exploitation through the
Elder Abuse Resource

Find Help Near You

Find elder abuse resources
in your state

Report Abuse

1-855-4VICTIM Roadmap: Financial

Eldercare Locator useful
(1-855-484-2846)

links and resources
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I HELPING OLDER VICTIMS

WYOMING NEIGHBORHOOD MAP

State
Wyoming v

Neighborhood

LEGAL AID

Washington State Bar
Association

Phone: 206-443-9722
Hotline: 800-945-9722

Washington CLEAR"Sr.

Phone: 206-464-1519
Hotline: 206-464-1519

[Aging & Dis:
|Resource Cente

Washington Law Help

S lale o e
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Recursos en Espanol | FAQs
@5 0% ED

"' OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS @ JUSTICE FOR ALL

Providers/

Topics A-Z | News & Features Community Leaders

I Help for Crime Victims | Grants & Funding | Library & Multimedia | Crime Victims' Rights | Public Awareness | About OVC

National Elder Fraud Hotline

To help combat fraud against older Americans and provide
services to victims, OVC announces the launch of the
National Elder Fraud Hotline. Call 833-FRAUD-11 (833
—-372-8311) to receive help from a hotline case manager.

Learn more on the National Elder Fraud Hotline website. 1 '833 '372'83"
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Thank You

Andy Mao
Andy.Mao@usdoj.gov
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